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Pittsfield -- Today, U.S. Representative John W. Olver (D-First                District) applauded the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency and                General Electric Company on achieving an environmentally and economically                acceptable settlement to remediate the PCB contamination in the                Pittsfield area and along the Housatonic River.              

Official details of the settlement will be announced tomorrow at                a press conference held by the EPA and city, state and federal officials.                The press conference will take place at 5:00 p.m. at the ITAM Lodge                on Waubeek Road in Pittsfield.              

"After several months of intense negotiations regarding economic                redevelopment of the GE facility in Pittsfield, restoration of natural                resources and remediation of the Housatonic River, Administrator                DeVillars has formally announced that the parties have reached an                acceptable agreement. I am thrilled that the period of negotiations                has provided an acceptable settlement that adheres to strict environmental                standards set forth by the federal government and also meets the                community's immediate economic needs," said Olver.              

"I have been monitoring the process from the beginning and applaud                the citizens of Berkshire County, city and state officials, members                of the negotiating team, as well as General Electric Company for                achieving an effective solution through a period of intense negotiations.&nbsp;                I am especially grateful to Mayor Gerald Doyle and Councilor Thomas                Hickey for their leadership in representing the city's interests                during those negotiations. The ultimate goal has always been a complete                cleanup and one that addresses the long-term economic and environmental                health of the region, which I understand has been achieved, " Olver                reported.              

"Berkshire County has a bright future and with the assistance of                everyone from the business community, residents and elected officials                the community is on its way to being an environmentally safe and                attractive location for future residents and prospective businesses,"                Olver said.&nbsp; "This settlement further represents a commitment                from the Company and the regulatory agencies to work cooperatively                to address these issues well into the future.&nbsp; This is truly                a victory for everyone."             

                 ###                             

 1 / 1


